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Name(s):  	

The Reader
You are about to read a novel.  That means that you are about to become the reader.  What 
kind of reader are you?  

Work with a partner.  Talk about the things you seem to like or dislike in the things you read.  
Tell your answers aloud to your partner.  Listen to your partner’s answers, too.  

Characterization
(the people and/or creatures in the story)

Plot
(the things that happen in the story)

	w	What types of characters do you like to read 
about?  Why?

	w	What types of characters do you not like to 
read about?  Why?

	w	What types of events do you like to read 
about?  Why?

	w	What types of events do you not like to 
read about?  Why?

On the lines below, summarize your partner’s responses.  In just a few sentences, tell what kind 
of characters and events your partner likes to read about.  Also tell what types he/she does not 
usually like to read about.
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�

�
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Work together again to answer this one final question:  Is the reader an important part of 
any novel?  Why or why not?  Decide on an answer and write it on the lines below.

�

�
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�

�

Pre-Reading  
Activities
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Name:  	

Inside and Out
The saying “Don’t judge a book by its cover” can also be used when talking about people or 
characters.  Choose a character from the novel.  Describe what other characters see when they 
look at and listen to this character.  Then describe what else we the readers know about who 
this character is on the inside.  Give quotes from the novel to support all of your descriptions.
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Name of Novel:  	   Name of Character:  �
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What does the character look like?  �

�

Quote from novel:  �

�

How does the character act around others?  �

�

Quote from novel:  �

�

What are the character’s thoughts?  �

�

Quote from novel:  �

�

What are the character’s feelings?  �

�

Quote from novel:  �

�
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Put It All Together:  On the back of this paper, answer the following questions:

	ª	 In what way are the character’s outside actions and inside thoughts most similar?

	ª	 In what way are the character’s outside actions and inside thoughts most different?

Characterization  
& P.O.V.

Outside

Inside
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Name:  	

Where It Begins and Ends
The setting in which an author chooses to begin a novel can have significance.  It can give 
us clues to the events and lives of the characters before the novel begins.  Take a closer 
look at where the novel begins, where it ends, and the significance of these two locations.  
(Note:  If the beginning and ending settings are the same, this can also be important.)

	 1.	 Describe the setting in which the novel begins.  Use the novel’s title in your answer.

�

�

	 2.	 What does this setting tell us about the main character’s life before the novel begins?

�

�

�

	 3.	 Describe the setting in which the novel ends.  �

�

�

	 4.	 How do the events in the novel get the main character from the opening setting to the 
ending setting?  

�

�

�

	 5.	 How does the ending setting show a change (or lack of change) in the character’s life?  

�

�

	 6.	 What do you think the ending setting tells us about the near future for the main character?  
Give reasons for your answer.

�

�

�

Setting 
& Genre
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Main Idea 
& ThemeName:  	

Overcoming Obstacles
Many books in the children’s literature genre contain the theme of overcoming obstacles.  The 
main character must face a difficult situation, and he or she must find ways to overcome it.

Think of two obstacles or struggles that the main character must face.  Write them in the boxes.  
In the spaces over the boxes, explain how the character overcame each obstacle.
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Name of Novel:  � Name of Character:  �

�����������������������������������������������������������������

Obstacle #1

How did 
this character 
overcome this 

obstacle?

Obstacle #2

How did 
this character 
overcome this 

obstacle?




