The Alien Invaders

Detective’s Name:

Date: Hello, Senior Math Detective. Good

luck on your adventure and don't

Forge’r to show ALL of your work in
this book. Have fun, and...

You and your friend are camping in the woods. It is the middle of
the night, and you are trying to sleep when you hear a "THUMP!"
You peek out of your tent and gasp! To your right there are 8 eyes
looking at you. To your left you see 6 eyes. They must belong to
bears that are after your food. How many hungry bears
are there in all?
If your answer is. . . |4, go fo page 2.

10, go to page 3.

6, go to page | O.
&, go to page 6.

7, go to page 5.
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Yipes! A bear runs away with all of your food. This is not the righ’r

answer. Go back to your last page and ’rry ogoin.

OUCH! A bee s’rinss you on your thumb! This is not the righf

answer. Go back to your last page and +ry ogoin.
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______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Ol’\, NOI YOU usec| UP I 5 seconds. On|y 5 seconcls |e'F‘|'I YOLI are

about to Sive up when you see a Prin’recl time on the door. [t says
| 0:35. There are some cards on the Sround with clock faces on

them. You grob the one that matches the door and stick it onto the

door. [t better be the righ’r one. Your time is almost up!

If you choose . . .
go to page | 2. R go to page 23.

go’ro page | &. 1 123 go to page | 9.

go to page | 5. ml

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

You Pic|< up some Poi's and pans and bang on them. The eyes are
gone! You and your friend look around to see if cny’rhing is missing.
"Hey! ook over here," your friend ye||s.

You look down at the biggesf Foofprin’rs you have ever seen next to

some open bogs of food. Which picfur'e shows that the animals ate
| /3 of your food? (Loo|< at the shaded Par‘f of the picfures.)

I'F )’OU Cl"IOOSG ..

go to page | O. go to page 7.
go to page 21. go to page 22.
go to page 6. 5
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ook out! You sfep in some cluic|<sc|nd and start to sink! This is not

the righf answer. Go back to your last page and +r‘y cgcin

He|p! You start to run, but you fall down and twist your ankle!
This is not the r‘ighi‘ answer. Go back to your last page and +ry

#3301 Problem-Solving Math Mysteries 34 © Teacher Created Resources, Inc.



______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Yikes! That is one BIG toe! As you and your friend are getting
ready to measure the rest of the foot, somei‘hing grobs you from
behind. You turn around to see two huge, purp|e aliens. Each one
has two heads, a tail, and claws. They are 6 feet tall from their
feet to their waists, 1 feet tall from their waists to their necks, and
2 more feet from their necks to the top of their heads. How many
feet tall is each alien?

If your answer is... |2 feet, go to page | |.

| 3 feet, go to page | 3.
| O feet, go to page q.

8 feet, go to page | O.

| | feet, go to page | 2.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

E-E-E-K! You ge’r so scared that you run all the way home and

never solve the mys’rery of the alien invaders. This is not the r‘igh’r

answer. Go back to your last page and ’rry ogain.
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Hiss! You look down. There is a bis raHlesnake siH'ing on your foot,
and it looks mad! This is not the righf answer. Go back to your
last page and +ry asoin.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

“You are coming with us,” hiss the aliens as H\ey dr‘ag you off. They
stop in front of a bis hill and pu" on a tree branch. A door swings
open, and you are pu”ed inside. Wow! [¥s a spaceship!

"Now tell us how we can take over the earth, or we will use our alien
magic to make all of the houses in your fown vanish!” fhey say with
an evil grin. Oh, no! There are on|y 20 houses in your small town.
If the aliens use their magic on 5 and 3 of them, and then 2 more,

hOW mony |"IOUSGS WI” be |eﬂ‘7

If your answer is... 30, go o page 9.
10, go to page | 4.
q, go to page | 3.

O, go to page | 5.

20, go to page | 2.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

#3301 Problem-Solving Math Mysteries 36 © Teacher Created Resources, Inc.



The aliens decide to take you back to their P|one’r and pu’r you in a
zoo! This is not the righ’r answer. Go back to your last page and
Jrr‘)/ ogain.

Gosp! You fr‘y to run, but the aliens turn you into an alien! This is

not the ri3|'ﬂ' answer. Go back to your last page and +ry asoin.

| 3
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______________________________________________________________________________________________________

The aliens take you info a room full of F|as|1in9 buttons. "We will
give you a minute to think," the aliens hiss. “Then we will come
back. You know what will happen if you do not he|p us." They
Jrhump out of the room. You and your friend look around. You see
a button that says "SELF DESTRUCT" high up on a wall. Will
that blow up the ship? You have to try it There are 5 boxes in the
room. They are 2 feet tall, 7 feet tall, 6 feet tall, 4 feet tall, and
8 feet tall. The button is about | 7 feet up. What 2 boxes can

you stack up to be the CLOSEST to | 7 feet tall?

If you choose . . & and 2, go to page | 2.
4 and 6, go to page | 3.
7/ and &, go to page [ 7.

7 and 4, go to page | 6.

7 and 6, go to page | 5.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Zoom! The spoceship takes of f with you in it Will you ever see the
earth again? This is not the righ’r answer. Go back to your last

page and h‘y again.
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______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Yuck! Green slime drips from the cei|in9 and covers you! This is

not the rish’r answer. Go back to your last page and +r>/ agoin.

You Push the button and a sign |i9h+s up. It says, "Ship will exp|ode
in 20 seconds! 19...18...." You climb down and run to the

room’s door. [t opens, but when you 9e’r to the spcceship door, you
can’t find its handle. You Push on the door, but it is stuck. “How
much time before we blow up?" your friend ye||s. It took 3 seconds
to climb down the boxes, 5 seconds to run from the other room,
and / seconds to try to open this door. How much time have you

used UP?

If your answer is... | 5 seconds, go to page 4.
| 2 seconds, go to page | 8.
| 3 seconds, go to page 21.

I L} seconds, 90 to poge 23. | 7

8 seconds, 80 to Pase | 6.
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Uh, oh! The ship is shoking and spinning. I¥s Soing to exp|ode!
He|P! This is not the righf answer. Go back to your last page and
+r~y agcin.

Hooray! You picked the correct clock! The door swings open, and
you and your friend dive out the door just as the ship begins to take
off. The aliens are trying to get home before the ship blows up!
You and your friend see a flash of light. Wow! The ship is gone!
You turn around and see a man running up to you. He is a
reporter who was looking for the ship. He writes down your story
and takes your picture for the newspaper. When you get home, the
mayor is so happy to hear that you saved the town, that she throws
a big party for you. You are heroes! Great job, Math Detective!
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ook out! The aliens see you! They save the ship and decide that
you are too smart to s’roy on earth. They take you back to their

p|one’r. This is not the righ’r answer. Go back to your last page and

Gu|p! You hear a Funny sound and turn around. Your friend is
gone, and there are | O aliens s’randing in back of you! This is not

the righf answer. Go back to your last page and ’rry ogoin.
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"Wow! Look at the size of those pr‘infs!" your friend says. "T bet
e|ep|wcn+s’ feet aren’t even that big." "Let’s check it out,” you rep|y.
You take your ruler out and hold it up to one of the toe prin+s. Which

measurement tells about how many centimeters (cm) |on3 the toe is?

If your answer is... 6 cm, go to page | O. 1O cm, go to page q.

20 em, go to page 7. | 3 em, go to page 6.

|5 em, go to page 8.

An dlien fithess coach walks in the room. “Time to do |,000
push-ups," it says with an evil Sr‘in. This is not the r‘igh’r answer. Go
back to your |last page and +ry agcin.

23
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Exper’r Math Detectives Badges

Reproduce these badges on heavy paper. Make enough copies for each student in the class.
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